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VD TALK & TESTS 








NOVEMBER MEETING ON THIRD SUNDAY 










John Ulicny of the Bi-City Health Bureau will be guest speaker at the 
November 20 meeting. (Unitarian Church of the Lehigh Valley, 701 Lechauweki 
AV@e, 2 blocks south of 1500 Broadway, Fountain Hill section of Bethlehem, 
27:00 p.m.). His presentation on venereal diseases will be followed by a 
free, voluntary blood-testing for syphilis, administered by a nurse provided 
by the Bureau to all who wish to take advantage of this opportunity. The 
invitation stands for the gay community at large, and not just LE-HI-HO 
members=--bring friends for the talk and testing. As reported last month, 
the Bureau has noted an increase in the incidence of syphilis in the area in 
recent months, particularly among gay men. Mr. Ulicny will undoubtedly dis- 
cuss the new drug-resistant form of gonorrhea and answer any questions about 
venereal diseases. Whether you need the test or not, a large number of par- 
ticipants will ease the burden of conspicuousness from those who may have a 
real need to be tested. Frequency of sexual activity or number of partners 
has absolutely no bearing on contraction of syphilis, which can lead to all 
sorts of crippling physical and mental disorders if left untreated. 

Also at this meeting, nominations will be made for five vacancies on the 
Board of Directors, with elections at the December meeting and offices begin- 
ning in January. Two current members will retain their positions for another 
year. Certainly from our membership we have many capable and concerned people 
who could serve well on the Board by contributing new ideas; experience is 
not necessary. You can place your name on the ballot by being nominated on 
the floor, either by yourself or someone else, or by calling Bob (866-6390). 






















NOTES AND NEWS*****In 1975 the Midwest Research Institute of Kansas City, 
Mo., published a list of the best and worst places to live in the U.S., 
based on factors such as economics, crime, housing, pollution, health and 
other facilities, etc. Interestingly, of the top five best cities (large), 
four have gay rights ordinances; the 9th listed (San Francisco) does also. 

Of the top moderate-size cities, three have ordinances. None of the "top" 
thirty worst places to live have gay rights ordinances. Allentown didn't 
place as "best™" or "worst". *****New York City Mayor-Elect Ed Koch, long a 
national champion of gay rights, stated in the September issue of Christopher 
Street, "If I am elected the Mayor, I will by executive order prohibit any 
and all discrimination by the city government against any individual based 

on sexual preferences in employment, housing, and places of public accommo- 
dation." Undoubtedly the quickest way to circumvent the long-vacillating 

City Council!*****Also, in San Francisco, Harvey Milk, a well-known gay 
activist, was elected a City Supervisor, after having run unsaccessfully for 
office in the past.*****Rep. Elaine Noble, the first openly gay person elec- 
ted to state office in the U.S., has announced that after two terms in the 
Massachusetts Legislature she will probably not run again for election, due 
to personal and family reasons. 


















































TV NEWS*****A new PBS series titled I, Claudius (Ch.39, Sundays, 9;00p.m), 
and which treats dramatically the first 80 years of the Roman Empire from 
Augustus to Claudius, revels, according to the New York Times, in family 
sexual and political intrigues, and will include scenes of "homosexual love- 
play". The BBC import is said to be far wilder than ABC's "Soap". The first 
episode was relatively tame, but dramatically sound, and the series should 

be worthwhile.***The character of Jody on "Soap", however, while drawn as a 
human being, is still vacillating between being gay or transsexual, a fact 
which is not making very clear the distinction between the two categories for 
the general public.***In a recent Advocate interview, when asked, "DO you 
feel "Starsky and Hutch" is a love story between two men?", co-star David 
Soul answered, "Yes, I do, because that's the relationship Paul and Daid have 
built for each other. There's a great deal of respect for each other, as 
well as a lot of disagreements. There's also a great deal of love. I think 
that's what has kept me going in the series with Paul. No question about 
that. And I think Paul would say the same thing. Nobody can really chal- 
lenge that." 











DATES *****Sunday, November 20: General Meeting (see above) 
Saturday, December 3: Newsletter Deadline. Info: Rick (866-6320) 
Sunday, December 11: Board of Directors Meeting (tentative). 


Sunday, December 18: General Meeting, Elections and Christmas 
Party. 


’ 






A new Allentown coalition for gay rights has formed under the banner of 
"Lehigh Valley Citizens Concerned for a Better Community" (C.C.B.C.). The 
group meets every other Wednesday night (next on Nov.16) at CONFRONT, 1130 
Walnut St., Allentown at 7:30 pem. and is planning strategy for long- and 
short-range goals. While several LE-HI-HO members are involved, the major- 
ity of the 33 people at the last meeting were non-LE-HI-HO, which shows 
that there is support on a wider basis for gay rights in Allentown. For 
more information, call Joe at 437-2642 or write C.C.B.C., P.O-Box 4031, 


Allentown, Pa. 18101. 


The last issue of LE-HI-HO NEWS announced a state-wide gay conference to 
be held in Allentown January 20-22, 1978. In the last month, the Americus 
Hotel, which at first seemed receptive to having the convention, decided not 
to accept the conference after all. Albert Moffa, owner of the hotel, stated, 
"Tt isn't a convention you want to put up on your marquee and brag about. 

This is something people in the community would look at and whisper about." 
Moffa, professing to be unhappy with the financial outcome of the recent NOW 
convention, said he just did not see how he would be getting any banquet, 
liquor, and room rent dollars from a gay convention. According to Moffa, 
banquets and cocktail parties are the chief money-making aspects of any con- 
vention. 

Joe Burns, co-chair of Pennsylvania Rural Gay Caucus and one of the con- 
vention organizers, had contacted hotels in Reading, Lancaster, York and the 
Poconos before the Americus seemed receptive. The search for another site 
is continuing, unsuccessfully so far, although the Allentown Holiday Inn West 
and the Delaware Water Gap Howard Johnson's appear to be interested if 
details can be worked out. In the meantime, the Rural Caucus is filing a 
formal complaint concerning the Americus management with the Pennsylvania 
Human Relations Commission, although in the absence of any state gay rights 
law, the Commission has no jurisdiction or legal recourse in the matter. 
Tony Silvestre of the Council for Sexual Minorities noted that Allentown 
would have been a good place to hold the convention, since it "has a large 
and well-established gay community". The whole issue has created publicity 
and will serve to focus attention on another area (public accomodations) in 
which gay people are discriminated against. 









